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WELCOME to REAL CORP 2024, the
29" International Conference on Urban & Regional Devedpment and Spatial Planning
in the Information Society!

Since the beginning of industrialisation, the carticaion of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere has
been steadily increasing due to human influenceste@tly, an increase of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere of almost 50 percent compared to thel I#vpre-industrialisation has been recorded.
Without taking into account the increase in greersieagases in the atmosphere, the observed warming
of the climate system cannot be explained. The lprotof climate change is therefore caused by
humanity itself and can therefore be counteracielumanity itself.

It is, therefore, all the more important to takdestive countermeasures wherever possible. If
measures against climate change are combined witlem technologies, additional short-term effects
can be achieved, such as an increase in the (ugomtijy of life, a mitigation of traffic problemsr
savings through reduced resource consumption. Taedeother aspects can be achieved under the
umbrella of the Smart City, and Mannheim has detidebecome a Smart City and is on a successful
way: as the first German city, Mannheim receivesl #iEUMissionLabel as part of the “100 climate
neutral and smart cities by 2030” programme byEbleCommission.

But what does this step mean for the citizens emotie hand, and for planning and administration on
the other? Smart Cities use the potential of digighnologies and intelligent data networks to
increase the quality of life simultaneously movingp the future in a resource-saving and efficient
way.

Smart cities collect vast amounts of data, whiahloa used to inform policy making and city planning

leading to more effective urban and regional goaece. Also the economic aspect must be
considered as Smart Cities can attract investmands businesses, creating job opportunities and
stimulating economic growth. They can also fostanovation and entrepreneurship through

technology hubs and incubators. This contributetheéodevelopment of services by delivering public

services more efficiently, such as healthcare, &titut, and public safety. This enhances the overall
well-being of residents and can contribute to dateaelopment.

Clustering promotes progress, and Mannheim has leeeling the way in this area for some time.
With the initiation of the Network Smart Productiddannheim has created an innovation platform.
Industry, research and solution providers are drotmgether and can initiate a variety of B2B and
funded applied research projects. The combinatfan sirong production location and a strong green
tech location makes Mannheim a hotspot of the graed smart industry. Last but not least,
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Mannheim’s Smart City movement is strongly suppbttg a university landscape with a network of
co-operating universities with diverse and interigignary research focus.

This year we brought together some 200 participmoim more than 30 countries worldwide. The
main goal of the REAL CORP conference series ibring together leading experts in the field of
spatial planning, geoinformation and related digogs to exchange their knowledge, share their
ideas, discuss current developments and get tagétheface to face networking leading to the
development of new thoughts, partnerships and gije

The success of the REAL CORP conferences is —lgladthout doubt — the result of the efforts of
participants, reviewers, and the conference orgapiteam. We would like to acknowledge the
Reviewer Team and Programme Committee membersh&r valueable voluntary help with the
review process. Our thanks go to all participamd authors of the submitted papers as well. The
programme of this year's conference contain arol®@d scientific contributions; 63 of them were
selected after a double-blind, double-stage (fah labstracts and full papers) peer-review process f
publication and presentation at REAL CORP 2024. mbe-reviewed papers were accepted by the
programme committee after a double-blind absteadeiv.

Welcome to Mannheim! Have a great conference!

Manfred SCHRENK, Clemens BEYER & the REAL CORP Team

REAL CORP 2024:
KEEP ON PLANNING FOR THE REAL WORLD
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